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A Briefe Deſcription by way of ſuppoſicion hold- 
ing forth to the Parliament and ſuch as have but com. 
mon reaſon, wherein a true Common-wealth confiſt- 
eth : as alſo the grand enemies of this Common- 
wealth plainly diſcovered, 

Tax ppoſe that ten or twelve ſorts of people (bcing of ſeverall 

mW opimons ) are all rogerher willing to inhabic a fruicfull 

\ WR 1f)and, yer before they reiolve to plant or build, they judge 

@x it necellary to have one of the wileſt of them to be rherr 

Maguitirate or chicte overſeer, with ſo m_ ſervants as the time re- 

quires, nor only to keep the people in order, but alio to be ina poſture 

of defence, againſt- all enemies whatioever, maincaining the ſame 

( for their ſervice to the Common-wealch ) our of the Common 

ſocke. After this ; all perſons that are of one and the ſame opinion 

are gachering themſelves ( as members belonging to one body ) roge- 
ther making up when they are ſeperated, the number of ren or twelve 
different Congregations, every one providing maintenance for his own 

Miniſters, and the Magiſtrare ſtanding unmovable ( as a center ) be- 

tween them all, to keep the ballance in the Government, that one ſe& 

may not domineer over the other, If he ( to wit the Magiſtrate) joyne 
himſelfe ( as a member ) to one particular Congregation he hath his 
liberty to honour the ſame, with his pretence, with his rongue, with his 
pen, and with his own money : but not with the ſword or money of the 

Common-wzalth, for he 1s in regard of his Office to be conſidered nor 

as a perticular bur as a generall perſon ſtanding for che good of all : 

juſt as it is witha Treaſurer, who is intruſted with a ſumume of money 
ro imploy the ſame not for his own, or any ones private advantage In 
particular, bur for the benefit of all thoſe thar have intruſted him, 

This now ( when there are made Hoſpitalls for the poor ; work-houſes 

for the idle andevill perſons ; as alſo generall meeting places for the 

diſpelling of errors) isa true and _ Common-wealth, g 
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calling the Miniſters of one particular ſe& nationall Miniſters, Till 
Sathan appearing (in his ſervants) as an Angell of hght, doth bewitch 
and overcome the Magiſtrate which commonly happens in this follow- 
ing manner : The Miniſters of every ſec, having their own meetings 
among themſelves, are labouring and ftriving ( ſome to a good, and 0- 
thers toanevill end ) to bring the greateſt number of perſons under 
their juriſdiRion : the evill minded looſing their cuſtomers, and ſo 
their maintenance by the encreaſe of others, the trurch having moſt 
power,are conſulting rogecher, in what manner to gaine the Favour and 
Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrare. Appearing before him with flattering ad- 
drefles and fair prerences calling him the moſt noble , moſt excellent, 
and moſt ſerene, &c. Telling him that they have a great inclination 
and defire to his continuance in the government. Thus having made 
their firſt entrance they proceed and goe on ( trocomplith their deſign) 
inſinuating him that there is a certain ſort of people under his govern- 
ment that very much increaſe being ( as they call ir ) of dangerous 
principles, becauſe they are oppoſite to rhem : warning him with great 
earnelinzſle to take ſpeciall norice of them, with rhiz concluſion, ifhe 
doe not ſupprefſe them (ro hinder their increaſe ) rhar he is in danger 
to looſe his government. The Magiſtrate nor perceiving thar the old 
Serpent is hidden under theſe fair pretences, nor diſcerning rhe wolves 
in ſheeps cloathing, is moved and reſolved to reward them for all their 
pretended care and kindnefle manif-{ied ro him, allowing them main- 
tenance, not of his own but of the Common-wealths money, which be- 
longeth not to him ; much lefle rothem, they then eng made parta- 
kers of the money unjuſtly raken of the Common-wealth, are in feare 
that the honeſt people of the other Congregations ( perceiving theſe 
contrivings ) will diſcover their wickednefle and deceit, Whereupon 
they preſently reſolve ro.extoll che Magiſtrate in che rang 56 meetmg 
places, calling him a very good and religious Magiſtrate becauſe he 
15 good to them, the Common people ſeeing the great union and fawi- 
harity between the Magiſtrate, and thoſe Miniſters, are commonl 
inclined tofall in with their affe&ions,where the magiltrate is affe&ed, 
becauſe they ſeek favour and offices by him ; wherein the Miniſters 
are very ſerviceable ro advance their own Diſciples before others it 
the government, thar ſo-their kingdome (their childrenbeing brought 
up to the ſame trade ) may ſtand upon a more ſure foundation then: 
hererofore, giving out by the mouth of their followers that the intereſt 
ef tne Magiſtrate lyeth in them,the Magiſtrate perceiving that nor only 
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many of his Officers, but alſo the generalliry of the Common-people 
agree with thoſe Miniſters, 1s eaſily perivaded to beleeve that his inte- 
reſt lyerh in them,being now afraid to diſpleaſe thoſe cunning ſophiſters 
who by their ſubrilty have brought him by degrees under their own 
=_ being no more (as herecofore) a ſervant of the Common-wealth 
ut a ſervant of one | rom 1 ſect which are preparing his heart for 
perſecution, by ſlandring and branding as herericks and blaſphemers, 
thole rhar differ from them in opinion , to rerider them odious in the 
fight of che Magiitrate, perſivading him to abuſe the Sword and power 
of the Common-wealth, by the perſecution of ſuch as in matters of re- 
I:gion live according to their own light and underſtanding blameleſſe 
and without offence, till the long ſuffering of God, towards that hypo- 
criricall generation 1s come toan end, as wofull experience hath made 
manifeſt here in England,in the bringing down of the King and Biſhops, 
what will become of the little-Biſhops, and of them that ſtrengchen 
their hands ( by forcing the people to give tythes to them ) the Lord 
knowes;the Whore ( and her Daughters ) have made drunk the kings 
and Rulers of the earch, with their cup of fornication, yer I hope that 
once the ſword of juſtice, ſhall cur off the coard wherewith the Mini- 
ers and Magiltrares are tyed, that ſoall ſe&s ( intheſe Nations ) be- 
mg ras <> ro the enjoyment of equall priviledges, the great work2 of 
God ( which hath been obſtructed ) may be carried on againe,in more 
erutch and power then before, to the convincing of all Antichriſtian do- 
minions, and eſpecially New-Englard, where the Magiſtrates ( being 
deceived by the Clergy ) are become the greateſt perfecutors of all 
thoſe that profeſle themſelves to be of the reformed proteſtant religt- 
on, preſcribing and impofing of their own rules and formes, upon the 
people for their own ends, inflicting puniſhment upon ſuch whoſe con- 
ſciences cannot indure to pay «gay or taxes, to hold up their enemies 
(in ſpiriruall matters) againſt themſelves this now being unreaſonable, 
andcontrary to criſtianiry, then equity requires, thar, that law (where- 
by the people are forced ro pay tythes to Miniſters ) ought without 
delay to be aboliſhed, for we have no reaſon to expect a peacable Go- 
vernment, whileſt the Magiſtrate as Magiſtrate continues, to fayour 
( with the fivord or money of the Common-wealth ) any ſett or perſon 
in particuler, being the chiefe cauſe,nor only of partiality and ftrife m 
cities and coun-ryes, but alſo oftentimes of warre and horcible blood- 
ſheddings which will certainly be revenged in this life, or in the life 
to come, upon ſuch as have nor preyenced theſe miſchiefes according: 
ro-the power and opportuniry which. veas left or given in their hands, 
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x7. Leave the mioiſters tobe provided forgby their own le that impl6y them,and 
if by this means any that are now miniſters ſhall become deſticude 3 ler ſome courfe 
be taken to ſupp!y them during the time oftheir lives : but no incouragemeut for 
any others in time to come to make a trade or merchandize of the things of God. 

2. Expell out of the Schooles called Univerfities, the humane formes of religion, 
that they may be Univerſities indeed. _ | 

3. Ere& Schools of learning in all Ciryes and market Towns or other convenient 
places,throughout theſe natzons3to inſtru every'one as wel poor as rich that have a 
deſice to learn Arts and Sciences to anſwer the ends of nature for the Common good, 
for in ſpiritual matters the revealed will of God is only our rule. : 

4. If it were the magiſtrates work to ſet op nationall miniſters according to their 
own underftanding.then we ſhould be indanger to have as many religions #s there be 
ſeverall wayes of Government in the world, and the naagiitcates changing their opi« 
nion,the whole natio- a! miniſtry muſt alſo as often be changed,whereby it comes to 
paſſe, that the peoples fear towards God is taught by the precepts of men, which 
makes their worſhip in vain, and deſtroyerh (as much as in them lycth) their foules, 

g-lf you accept of any form befides the holy Scripturegfe ſet up a national miniſtry 
according to that form,thei will tht ſhamefu}l repruach remein,that the magiſtrates 
and minifters in England have brought down ti:e King and Biſhops rather to ſucceed 
in their places, then to bring the people tol'b.rty and happineſſ, for the Lord 
alone will preſcribe both Lawes and Rules for his people to walke in 3 and che mas 
giſtrates are to incourage and preſerve them, in all countryes againſt evil doers, 

6. Make a true diftinftion between England and all Ant:chriſtian Dominic ns 3; &y 
bringing the holy Scripture in the pubiick meecing places ( inſtead cf che Popes, 
Luthers, Calvins, or other dorins) upon the Throne 3 ch.cſo Chiift alone may 
be exalted, giving liberty after the reading of the ſame to every one in an orderly 
yp to declare his own mind and underſtanding, even as it was among the Jewes, 

« 13. excluding only ſuck who are not willing to ſtay their turne, till they are 
better diſpoſed without oppreſſing them by impriſonment, or otherwiſe, continually 
obſerving thit no preheminence or ſole priviledge be granted to any of offering any 
thivg or of ſpeaking firſt, that ſo every one being ar liberty and unhindred, may 
bring forch that,which is moſt conducing to the Common welfare,all of them fittin 
ſtill in filence fo long afte+ the reading of the Scripture, till any one think it fic in his 
judicious & humble mind to propoſe ſomwhat, for mutual edification, endeayouring 
withall co make his diſcourſe ſhort;that another may have his time likewiſe, contrary 
to the cuſtome of the common Teachers, who only or ſolely ſpeaking doe lengthen 
their diſcourſe to the wearinedle of their auditory ; for which end the moderarors 
( _ _ to be meek and underſtanding men) are to obſerve that there be due 
order kept, 

And for as much as the Lord hath eminently appeared in theſe Nations to make 
the people inſtrumentall for a general work; ſonnding an alarm to the nations abour 
It, that the powers of the earth that preſume to give edits in matters of 
n_ (and thereby making themſeives as a beaft for the whore to Ride upon gy.) 
mult fall in the day when God begins to ariſe to redeem his people from alt Antj- 
chiiitian powers, therefore it is good for magiſtrates never to ſet up or meddle with 


any particw'ar form of miniſtery compoſed and ordained by the will and power of | 


men, leaving that worke only to the Lord 3 proteRing all ſuch 
whom God fhall raiſe up to doe his mighry work. y P. C & - 1 lonas, 
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